
1936
The Margaret River Shire Hall 
opened on Easter Saturday 1936.  
It included a supper room and  
hosted theatre productions, 
dances, debutante balls, weddings, 
movies and much more.

1974
The Augusta-Margaret River 

Arts Council became the overall 
arts organisation in the Shire of 

Augusta Margaret River.

1994
Heaters were installed  
in the centre, making 

performances and functions 
more comfortable in winter.

1995
John Williamson 
performs his first 
concert in Margaret 
River returning in 
1997 for a second 
performance at 
the Cultural Centre.

1983
On 15 January the Cultural Centre opened. Designed  
locally by Chris Willcox, built from the last bricks produced 
by the Manjimup Bricks Company and the first WA rural 
theatre to have a fly tower. It was an extremely innovative 
concept at the time of building. Blue velvet stage curtain, 
blue seating to complement our ‘river’ and a stage that 
could be pushed back under the dressing rooms to 
provide more dance floor space. 

With a jarrah faced mezzanine floor and highly polished 
jarrah dance floor, the Cultural Centre saw many balls, 
weddings, art exhibitions, school presentations, annual State 
Square Dance Festivals as well as badminton, dance classes, 
yoga classes, Margaret River Ag Society Wine and Cheese 
displays and MRSHS theatre lessons (and the high school 
even learnt the sport of abseiling from the lighting tower!).

The Cultural Centre continued to be run by Shire Recreation 
Centre staff, with nearly all theatrical performances 
instigated and supported by volunteers from the Arts Council. 
How many times was that blue velvet curtain repaired!

Augusta-Margaret River Arts Council held bi-annual Art 
Exhibitions until 1999, with an acquisitive prize of $1,000 
donated to the winning artist by the Shire. 

The story that shaped 

our arts scene

With thanks to Norma Guthrie, 
former Shire of Augusta Margaret 
River Recreation Supervisor and 
Heather Locke OAM, Arts Margaret 
River life member.



1996 
Slim Dusty does his first  
performance in the new  
Cultural Centre drawing  
a big crowd.

2000
The Arts Council continued to run from 
the homes of the various presidents 
and secretaries but always the same 
treasurer; then in 2000 they went to a 
Regional Arts Australia Conference in 
Esperance and came home with some 
grand ideas.

Western Power donate an evacuation 
public address system.

2002
Rural Australia was doing it tough so the Federal Government 
instigated Regional Solutions for grant money that couldn’t 
be sourced from anywhere else. Under the new name of Arts 
Margaret River a $90,000 grant was obtained to employ a 
manager and move into an office in Townview Terrace next to 
the Shire building. This was the year Arts MR celebrated its 
French Connections and with a $13,560 grant from Regional 
Arts Australia and $47,135 from the Australia Council, Arts MR 
wrote, produced and toured The Deadwater Chant from the 
Cultural Centre to Bunbury Entertainment Centre.

2003
The Shire acknowledged how much the arts meant to our 
community and gave Arts MR the first $10,000 donation to 
continue facilitating performances in the Cultural Centre. 
This was also the year the first free Sunday Sundowners 
were held in Pioneer Park, Cowaramup.

2004
Arts MR fun 30th Anniversary. The Arts should always be 
fun! The cinema continued with volunteers putting out and 
putting away 242 chairs each movie showing.

2007
Arts MR’s lease on Townview Terrace was running out so 
a small office was created under the eaves of the Cultural 
Centre foyer to help manage cinema screenings and 
other productions.  

2009
The first Margaret River Readers 
and Writers Festival was held. 
From Words Uncorked to 
today’s Stories that Shape Us.

1997
Western Power Games came  

to Margaret River with an annual 
dinner and award presentations 

hosted at the Cultural Centre.

2006
The black theatre curtains for the 

stage were upgraded as the 23 year 
old original ones where looking a 
little tatty. The blue velvet stage 

curtain was turned upside down to 
extend its life to beyond 30 years.

2008
The Shire advertised for a 

management organisation to run 
the Cultural Centre. Arts MR was 

awarded the contract. SABO (Seat 
Advisor Box Office) ticketing system 
made bookings a little faster as Arts 
MR continued to tour shows from all 
over Australia (and even the world – 

who could forget the Shostakovich 
String Quartet?).

Hanging tracks, lighting bars 
and backboards were purchased 

and the Foyer Gallery opened 
in November with an exhibition 

called Connecting Friends.

2001
The drive-in had closed and 

children asked if the Arts 
Council could ‘please bring back 
the pictures’. Well they had been 

inspired by NSW rejuvenating 
their old picture theatres so, 

of course, the answer was 
‘sure can’. The only 35mm 

volunteer run picture theatre 
in WA opened on 11 January 

and showed The Dish. That first 
year had a cinema attendance 

of 8,959 – from a total shire 
population of just over 10,000.  



2010
In January Arts MR extended the hand of friendship 
to the artists of Kinglake Arts and Artists Alliance who 
had lost everything in the devastating 2009 Victorian 
bushfires. A Foyer Gallery joint exhibition Where’s Home 
saw 40 artworks sold with all proceeds going back to 
the Kinglake artists. CowParade came and saw both the 
Shire and Arts MR with their own cows.

2011
During the construction of the new Shire Civic Administration 
Centre, a fence between the buildings became a ‘graffiti’ 
youth art project funded through a Youth Advisory Council 
Drug Aware grant.

In May a Royalties for Regions grant, with top up Shire and 
Arts MR money, saw retractable, raked seating installed – 
probably the most exciting event in the cinema’s history!

2014
The Shire, with help from 

Lotterywest and the 
South West Development 

Commission spent $355,000 
on a complete fly tower 

upgrade (goodbye those 
blue velvet curtains!). This 

included new backstage 
dressing rooms. As 35mm 

film was fast disappearing, 
Arts MR purchased a digital 

projector for the cinema.

2013
The Council put the 
management of the 

Cultural Centre out to 
a statewide tender and 

Arts MR was awarded the 
contract which is in place 

to the present day.

2015 – 2017
Under Council direction, the Shire CEO Gary Evershed 
develops funding applications to secure a number of grants 
to redevelop the Cultural Centre.

These include $3.05m Royalties for Regions grant, $1.4m 
from Lotterywest, $1.8m from the Federal Government’s 
National Stronger Regions program as well as a $500,000 
State Government Regional Venues Improvement Fund grant. 

2018

A new chapter starts as a wonderful 
new Hub of Entertainment, Arts and 
Regional Tourism – Margaret River 
HEART is to be built on the foundations 
of the previous building 

The cordial partnership between Arts 
Margaret River and The Shire of Augusta 
Margaret River continues to keep the 
arts vibrant by presenting stimulating 
arts events and supporting all sectors 
of our community.



Materials used are of the 
highest quality and suitability 
to achieve energy efficiency 
and low maintenance costs. 
The design incorporates 
recycled materials.

First floor planGround floor plan

The building incorporates

sustainable design features.


